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CONPIDENTIAL VIENNA 04058 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, MNUC, TECH, AU 

SUBJECT: AUSTRIAN REACTION TO NUCLEAR TALKS IN WASHINGTON 

1 . SPO PARLIAMENTARY LEADER PISCHER TOLD AN EMBASSY 
OPFICER APRIL 26, THAT THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT WAS IN A 
"VERY DIPPICULT SITUATION" IN THE ABSENCE OP U.S. 

DECISIONS ABOUT REPROCESSING AUSTRIA'S U.S.-SUPPLIED 
SPENT NUCLEAR PUEL AND ABOUT U.S. STORAGE OP AUSTRIAN 
NUCLEAR WASTE. FISCHER, WHO, HE SAID, WAS PRESENT AT 
POREIGN TRADE MINISTER STARIBACHER'S BRIEPING OP 
CHANCELLOR KREISKY AND OTHER GOVERNMENT AND PARTY LEADERS 
ON THE RECENT U.S.-AUSTRIAN TALKS, SAID THE MINISTER 
DESCRIBED THE NEGOTIATIONS AS "DISTURBING" AND "OF 

SERIOUS CONCERN" SINCE THEY GIVE GOA NO BASIS POR 
DECIDING WHAT TO DO NEXT. 

2. FISCHER ALSO SAID AUSTRIA PROBABLY WOULD DROP 
CONSIDERATION OF IRAN AS A STORAGE PLACE FOR NUCLEAR 
WASTE AND NOTED THAT THE U.S. WAS OPPOSED TO INTRODUCING 
THE ISSUE OP NUCLEAR WASTE STORAGE INTO THE MIDDLE EAST 
CONTROVERSY BY "ALLOWING" AUSTRIA TO GO AHEAD ON 
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ARRANGEMENTS WITH EGYPT. THESE CONSIDERATIONS, ALONG 
WITH U.S. INABILITY TO GIVE ASSURANCES AS TO WHEN THE 
ADMINISTRATION MIGHT ACT ON AUSTRIAN REQUESTS AND AS TO 
CONGRESSIONAL REACTION, HAVE INTENSIFIED THE AUSTRIAN 
DILEMMA. WITH IMPORTANT ELECTIONS SCHEDULED IN VIENNA 
POR THE PALL, THE SPO, ACCORDING TO PISCHER, PEELS IT 
CANNOT ALLOW THE ISSUE TO DRAG ON INDEEINITELY, NOT LEAST 
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BECAUSE OPPONENTS OE NUCLEAR POWER CAN ONLY BE ENCOURAGED 

TO EURTHER POLITICIZE THE ISSUE IN THE ABSENCE OE A 

DECISION. 

3. FISCHER CLOSED WITH THE COMMENT THAT CHANCELLOR 
KREISKY, WHILE IN THE U.S. MAY 30- JUNE 2 EOR THE UN 
SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT, WILL MAKE THIS THE 
NUMBER ONE ISSUE FOR BI-LATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH 
SENIOR USG OEEICIALS. THE AUSTRIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 
IS NOW IN THE PROCESS OE ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE SUCH 
MEETINGS. 

4. COMMENT: EISCHER'S PRESENTATION TO US IS THE EIRST 
AUSTRIAN REACTION TO THE RECENT NUCLEAR TALKS IN 
WASHINGTON THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED. HIS COMMENTS SUGGEST 
THAT THE AUSTRIANS WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS THE U.S. TO 
COME UP WITH SOME DECISION ON THE ISSUES OE REPROCESSING 
AND STORAGE. IMPLICIT IN THE FISCHER REMARKS WAS THE 
SUGGESTION THAT AUSTRIA MIGHT HAVE TO RECONSIDER ITS 
NUCLEAR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S., BUT HE OEFERED NO 
SPECIEICS. WE HAVE HEARD SIMILAR HINTS BEEORE, BUT 

IT REMAINS DIEEICULT TO CONCEIVE OF REALISTIC 
ALTERNATIVES OPEN TO THE GOA AT THIS JUNCTURE. BORG 
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